
New Zealand Cycling – benefits and opportunities for all



Scouring the land for off-road cycling opportunities



Local exploring – 1980s style!



Exploring the Mountains to the Sea, 1988. 



Exploring the Old Ghost Road, circa 1990.



The Old Ghost Road Rimutaka Cycle Trail Mountains to Sea Cycle 
Trail



New Zealand Off-Road Bicycle Championships, 1986



New Zealand Off-Road Bicycle Championships, 1986



Karapoti Classic, 1996



Karapoti Classic, 2025



Kennett Brothers diversify into publishing, 1991 onwards



Cycling guidebooks helping promote cycling.



Growth in cycle trails = growth in cycling



Home town mountain bike park – starting 1998



A community project involving thousands of volunteers



And hundreds of thousands of riders of all ages



2008 economic meltdown leads to New Zealand Cycle Trails





“Failure is not an option!”



Growing Networks Overseas
• More connectivity
• More opportunities
• More benefits



The Future Network?

• Extend and Enhance 
the 22 Great Rides 
($16M/year)

• Create more Heartland 
Rides ($3M/year)

• Build urban cycle 
networks 
($100M/year)

Resulting in more 
opportunities for more 

communities.



The idea that wouldn’t die...





Tour Aotearoa 2016



Tour Aotearoa 2018





Tour Aotearoa 2018





Promoting cycle tourism







Food, water, toilets    
and a bike!

Accommodation, doctors 
and secure bike parking

Group tours, events, meeting 
riders, locals, and hosts.

Passports, photo opportunities, 
end of trail experiences

Lifelong sense of accomplishment

Maslow’s hierarchy of cycle trail needs



Looking Ahead?
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